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                                                                                                                                         Welcome Letter 
 

 

 
 

Dear Fundraising Partner, 
 
Congratulations on starting a Cell Funds Drive.  
 
Welcome to the group of schools, churches, volunteers, clubs, and businesses that have 
joined our efforts to raise money through recycling.  
 
Together, we can keep millions of cell phones from polluting our environment. Most 
people are happy to learn that their old phone can be reused and recycled, especially when 
they discover the potentially hazardous substances used in their construction. 
 
Cell Funds is a great way for any organization to raise money. With Cell Funds, there are 
no products to order, no sales to make, and nothing to deliver. It’s simple. It’s easy. It pays. 
 
Recycling phones = Cash for your organization. 
 
Cell Funds does all the work for you after you collect the recyclable phones. 
 
Best of all, our program costs you nothing! We even pay for shipping! All you have to do 
to be successful is follow the steps in this Cell Funds Drive Guide and ask people in your 
community if they would like to recycle their used cell phones to help you raise money for 
your cause.  
 
Our pricing is the best in the market. We pay the maximum cash possible to your 
organization because your success is our success. Together, we can keep our environment 
clean and give back to the community through your organization. 
 
We are here to help you at any time. Please do not hesitate to call or email if you have 
questions or comments.  
 
Thank you for making a difference. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
  

  Danny Barlavi 
President 
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Steps to a Successful Cell Funds Drive 
 

Step 1                                                                                                    Register 
 
Good job, you have already completed this step by registering with us and receiving this 
Cell Funds Drive Guide.  
Step 1                                                                                         

Step 2                                                                                          Create A Plan 
Register 
To construct a successful Cell Funds Drive, start with some basic decisions: 
 
A. Determine the timeframe of your Cell Funds Drive            Recommended timeframe: 60 Days 
 
• Weeks 1 and 2: Get the word out 
• Weeks 3 to 6:    Collect items. 
• Weeks 7 and 8: Finish collections, box and ship items collected. 
 
B. Set a goal 
 
Set an aggressive but achievable goal in terms of the number of phones or dollars to be raised.  
 
It is a good idea to set a goal for each person. 
 
You could say something like, “To reach our fundraising goal, each person must collect 50 phones.” 
 
C. Make an advertising plan 
 
When your drive begins, be prepared to advertise it for all to see. Very Important 
 
Determine which groups of donors that you wish to approach and determine the best way to address them – 
by letter, neighborhood door drops, email, a student campaign, in combination with other events, etc. 
 
Use the material that best benefits your cause. See advertising attachments in the back of this guide. 
 
D. Customize and Print Copies 
 
Print adequate copies of the Tax Deductible Receipts so that your team can hand a receipt to every person 
who donates an item. Make extra copies so that they’re readily available to all team members.  
 
Customize the Tip Sheet for your organization. Print adequate copies to distribute to your team. 
 
A sample receipt and the Tip Sheet can be found in the back of this guide. 
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Step 3                                                                                        Team Training 
 
A. Schedule and hold a team meeting 
 
Schedule a team meeting. Include everyone in your organization, school or club who will be collecting 
donations. Make your meeting fun and energetic as well as informational.  
 
The amount of money that you earn depends on how well your team commits to the Cell Funds Program. 
Make an impact. Build momentum from the beginning. Really put the “drive” in your Cell Funds Drive. 
 
B. Distribute copies of the Cell Funds Drive Collection Tips 
 
Hand out the tip sheet at your team meeting. Review it with your team in case they have questions. 
 
The meeting director should also familiarize themselves with the “Frequently Asked Questions” section at the 
back of this guide. Keep a copy handy for reference when a question arises. 
 
Distribute Tax Deductible Receipts for your team members to give to donors. 
 
C. Explain the “who, what, when, where and why” of your Cell Funds Drive 

o Why you are holding this fundraiser 
o What you are collecting 
o Who will be collecting the donations 
o When will you be collecting the donations 
o Where the items will be collected 

 

Step 4                                                        Advertise Your Cell Funds Drive 
 
There are numerous ways to advertise your Cell Funds Drive locally. Get the word out in your community. 
 
 Issue a press release to all local newspapers about your Cell Funds Drive.  
 Ask local radio stations to mention your Cell Funds Drive on the local news. 
 Post flyers or partner with local businesses, schools and churches. If they’re willing, set up drop off 

boxes. (Don’t forget to arrange the pickup!) 
 Local restaurants or video stores may agree to give coupons / discount to everyone who donates a phone.  
 Have parents hang a flyer at their office. Set up a drop off box if permissible. 
 Hand out letters to friends, classmates and neighbors. 
 Send emails to your friends and family.  
 Be inventive! Most people will gladly donate to a worthy cause IF they know about it. Brainstorm 

advertising ideas that will generate a buzz in your community. 
 
Be sure that all promotional materials include your contact information and locations 
where items can be donated. 
 
Don’t forget to tell everyone that it’s earth-friendly and tax deductible! 
 
 

 

5 
 



 
 
                                                         
  
                                                                                                    Steps to a Successful Cell Funds Drive 
                                                                                                                             

 

 

Step 5                                                                           Gather the Cell Phones
 

Think globally. Act locally. 
 

Your Cell Funds Drive gathering points should be as convenient as possible for your team members. 
However, convenience alone will not generate donations for your organization. Your team members need to 
be well motivated – and have some fun along the way. 
 
Ideally, you should establish your central gathering location at a site that is routinely staffed during business 
hours by either workers or volunteers. This will allow for better communication between your drive director 
and the team members. You can also replenish supplies of printed receipts, and  
 
Consider using these proven techniques to assist during your collection process: 
 
Compete - Have a competition between grades, junior high youth groups versus senior high youth 
groups, your organization departments, or randomly-defined groups like “Team A” and “Team B”.  
 
Give a nominal reward - The team members that collect the most phones can receive merit certificates; join 
together for a day at the beach, or an improvised ice cream party. Rewards do not have to be expensive.  
 
School rewards - Teachers can use rewards like free prom tickets or free homework passes. 
 
Generate an “Idea Buzz” – Have everyone field test their own ideas to generate the most donations and 
communicate their results. Swap ideas on the fly – call everyone.  “I tried this and it worked great!” 
 
Door-to-door collections – Yes, a lot of organizations still do door-to-door because it still works. The 
average American home has three cell phones collecting dust in drawers, closets, or toy boxes, and people 
will gladly donate them to a worthy cause if asked politely.  
 
Things to remember for door-to-door campaigns: 

 Team members should canvass in pairs. This is not just for safety. Did you ever notice how much 
farther you can walk when you have someone to talk to? 

 NEVER send children door-to-door without a parent to accompany them. 
 Give each pair assigned streets or neighborhoods. 
 Team member should carry a sturdy bag to carry the handsets. 

o Collection bags can become heavy more quickly than you think. If possible, team members 
should park a car close by with a collection box in the trunk. Tell your team members that 
this is not a weightlifting competition! Empty the bag whenever it becomes heavy. 

 People are more likely to be home on a weekend. 
 If the old phones are not readily available, give the homeowner a flyer that points him / her to your 

nearest drop box location. Many people will go out of their way to help you. 
 
Door-to-door campaigns can be immensely successful if carefully planned and executed. And as a bonus, 
people who do not know about your organization will get a personal introduction! 
 
Track drop off box placement AND create a pickup schedule – Keep careful track of all drop off box 
locations and schedule regular pickups. Remind team members to thank EVERYONE at the drop off 
location for their assistance. 
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Step 6                                                                                Send Us The Phones
 

Why recycle? Because moving to another planet is so expensive! 
 

Your organization does not pay for shipping. Cell Funds will supply prepaid shipping labels for your 
shipments upon request. Requests for a shipping label can be submitted: 

 By email: cellfunds@mysimplymobile.com 
 By phone: (866) 874-6759 
 By mail: Simply Mobile Cell Funds Program 
   14549 Victory Blvd, #206 
   Van Nuys, CA 91411 
 

You can request more shipping labels at any time. Generally, all requests for labels are fulfilled within 24 to 
48 hours. Be sure to include your full name, organization name, mailing address, phone number and email 
with all requests.  

 NOTE: Include the street address that you will be shipping from if it is different from your 
organization’s mailing address. This will be required for pickup. 

 
Preparing your shipment 
Cell Funds is a recycling program. We encourage the use of recycled shipping materials. 
 

 Ship your phones in a sturdy cardboard box. 
 Remember that you will be paid more for phones that are in excellent condition. If you have some 

units in really good condition, you may want to consider wrapping them individually. However, this 
is not required. Simply placing them in the box is adequate. 

 Include your full name, organization name, mailing address,  phone number and email with each 
shipment. 

 No tracking is required. Cell Funds will count and sort all shipments upon arrival. You will 
receive a detailed listing and valuation of each model.  

o Please note: Cell phones that do not power up or have severe damage or damaged screens 
are “recycle only” and do not qualify for payment. We recycle the broken phones, the 
phone batteries and any accessories (chargers, etc.) that are sent. 

 Stuff the box with packing material (bubble wrap, newspaper, etc.) to minimize any possible damage 
during shipment. 

 Seal the boxes with heavy duty packing tape. Scotch tape will not hold the weight. 
 Place the prepaid shipping label on the box. (Keep a copy for your records. The shipment tracking 

number is on the label.) 
 
Arranging for pickup 
When your boxes are ready for pickup: 
 

 Los Angeles local: We will pick up shipments of 50 phones or more. Call (866) 874-6759. 
 Other areas: Call UPS toll free at: (888) 777-6040 or drop off at any UPS location. 

 
The nearest UPS location can be found at  www.ups.com or call (800) 463-3339. 
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Step 7                                                    Collect Your Check And Start Again

 
I love to go to Washington, if only to be nearer my money. – Bob Hope 

 

How will my organization be paid? 
We will mail your check within 30 days of receiving your shipment.  
 
Checks are made payable to your organization unless confirmed arrangements are made prior to the check 
being issued. (Some organizations make checks payable to their treasurer, for example.) Confirmation of 
payment changes must be given by an officer of your organization. 
 
There is no limitation to the amount of money that your organization can earn. Cell Funds will process your 
shipments whenever they arrive, and forward your payment. 
 
Note: Payments for your organization are forwarded to the payee and address of record. Please make certain 
that your organization’s information is kept current with Cell Funds. 
 
Keep the door open. 
Even if you are not running a formal fundraising drive, let people know that they can donate phones at any 
time. Keep a drop box available at your organizations office and let it fill up over time. Ship the handsets to 
Cell Funds whenever it’s convenient. 
 
Many organizations achieve regular shipments (and payments) by partnering with businesses in their 
community. They simply ask for a commitment from local businesses to donate their retired cell phones to 
their organization. 
  

 An estimated 500 million unused cell phones are currently collecting dust in American homes. 
 An estimated 130 million phones are replaced each year, adding to the number above. 
 An estimated 1 million pounds of cell phones end up in landfills every year where they may 

contaminate our environment, both soil and groundwater. 
 Communities that burn their trash release hazardous toxins into the air by burning a cell phone. 

 
Cell Funds is an environmentally responsible way to raise funds for your organization.  
 
Starting a new fundraising drive 
Recycling cell phones is not only safer for the environment; it’s a renewable resource for your organization. 
Both consumers and businesses replace millions of cell phones regularly. Most communities will easily 
support and annual campaign. Some will support a semi-annual, quarterly or ongoing campaign. It’s entirely 
up to your “feel” for your community and your organization. 
 
When can you start a new campaign? Anytime. 
 
The goal of Cell Funds is to support your fundraising efforts and maximize the money raised for your 
organization. New fundraising drives can be started at your discretion. 
 

Cell Funds thanks you and your organization! 
 Fundraising AND safeguarding our environment is a great way to go! 
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Cell Funds Drive Collection Tips 
 

Cell Funds recycles used cell phones in an environmentally safe manner. At the same time, we provide 
organizations like yours with the opportunity to earn money with this recycling effort. 
 
Educate your community 
Most people are happy to recycle their unused cell phones and PDA’s when if you give them a little education 
about the benefits: 

 Recycling old phones protects our environment, specifically our air, soil and groundwater. 
o Air – If phones are incinerated (burned) the toxins pollute our air. 
o Soil and groundwater – If the phones end up in a landfill they will breakdown through 

normal erosion and release toxins into the soil and groundwater. 
 Preventing pollution is not just good for our health: 

o Recycled metal is approximately 10% of the cost of mining new metal ore. Much less 
expensive! Also, mining itself creates additional waste and pollution. Less is better. 

o Recycling provides jobs, new products and new industries. Pollution cleanup costs the 
taxpayer millions of dollars. 

 Refurbishing cell phones for secondary markets brings both communication and public services to 
those less fortunate. 

o Put yourself in the shoes of an old woman living on Social Security. She can’t afford a new 
phone or monthly service. But a used cell phone gives her 24 hour access to emergency 
services. 

o Emerging markets, such as India and China, have millions of people who cannot afford to 
buy new equipment. A refurbished phone in serviceable condition is much more 
affordable. Many people living in rural communities are able to communicate with family 
members, friends and government services for the first time in their lives. Communication 
for the masses is not a new idea, but it’s now a practical one. 

 If donations to your organization are tax deductible, the used value of the donated phone is likely 
tax deductible. See your tax professional for advice. 

 

“Your unwanted cell phones will be recycled in accordance with EPA 
regulations or refurbished and reused. Your donation is tax deductible, 
and all of the proceeds from the items that we collect will help fund  
_________________________________.” 
 
Keep it simple 
You are representing your GREAT organization. 
 

1. Know your organization’s plan for their Cell Funds Drive. 
2. Dress presentably. 
3. SMILE! 
4. Talk to everyone with enthusiasm.  
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Cell Phone Environment Facts                                    Use While Collecting 
 
Know your facts, but… 
Below are some facts that will be helpful. Use them at will. However, do not forget the human 
touch. Personalize; tell a story; tell a mild (clean) joke; and never forget to talk about the great 
work your organization does. Make it compelling to make a donation to your organization. 
 

Facts don’t persuade, feelings do. — Tom Asaker 
 
FOR EXAMPLE: Let’s take the first fact on the list, “One cell phone can pollute up to 132,000 
liters of water.” How can a simple wording change make this personal? How about, “One cell 
phone can pollute up to 132,000 liters of OUR COMMUNITY’S water. Much more compelling! 
The donor is now helping your organization and helping themselves and their community. 
 

Practice how you would use these facts to persuade a prospective donor to take just a minute of 
their time to help your organization. Don’t be afraid to convey the facts using your own words! 
That IS the personal touch needed to communicate effectively. Also, you don’t have to take a 
public speaking course, but with a little thought and a little practice, you can easily develop a 
professional presentation and your organization’s Cell Funds Drive will be much more effective. 
 

 ONE CELL PHONE CAN POLLUTE UP TO 132,000 LITERS OF WATER. 
 

 If 500 MILLION UNUSED CELL PHONES (The number currently in American households.) ARE 
DUMPED IN OUR LANDFILLS, IT COULD POTENTIALLY LEAK 312,000 POUNDS OF LEAD 
INTO OUR UNDERGROUND WATER SYSTEMS. 

 

 LAST YEAR, AMERICANS DISCARDED 100 MILLION CELL PHONES. LESS THAN 10% WERE 
RECYCLED. 

 

 ACCORDING TO THE EPA, IF AMERICANS HAD RECYLED THE 100 MILLION CELL PHONES 
DISCARDED LAST YEAR, WE WOULD HAVE SAVED ENOUGH ENERGY TO PROVIDE 
POWER TO 194,000 U.S. HOMES FOR A YEAR. 

 

 UP TO 80% OF A CELLPHONE IS RECYCLABLE. 
 

 THE AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD HAS 3 CELLPHONES COLLECTING DUST IN DRAWERS, 
CLOSETS, AND TOY BOXES. 

 

 THE AVERAGE CELLPHONE USER CHANGES HIS HANDSET EVERY 12 to 18 MONTHS. 
 

 THE IMPROPER DISPOSAL OF CELL PHONES IS A SERIOUS THREAT TO OUR 
ENVIRONMENT. EVERY CELL PHONE CONTAINS NO LESS THAN 8 HAZARDOUS 
MATERIALS INCLUDING ARSENIC, ANTIMONY, BERYLLIUM, CADMIUM, COPPER, LEAD, 
NICKEL AND ZINC.  

 

 BURNING CELL PHONES IN AN INCINERATOR RELEASES CHEMICAL ASSOCIATED WITH 
REPRODUCTIVE COMPLICATIONS, CANCERS, AND DEVELOPMENTAL PROBLEMS, 
ESPECIALLY IN CHILDREN. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Q: What kind of cell phones does Cell Funds accept? 
 

A: Cell Funds accepts every brand of cell phone. However, to qualify for payment, a cell phone must power 
up, make a test call, and have an undamaged LCD screen. The phone should not be damaged beyond normal 
wear. 
 
Phones that are “Recycle Only” do not qualify for payment because their value is what pays for the recycling.  
 
Q: How much does Cell Funds pay for cell phones? 
 

A: Please view the Cell Phone Price List.  

 
Q: Which organizations can run a Cell Funds Drive? 
 
A: Cell Funds was created to help any organization (school, church, youth group, choir, non-profit, 
business, club, Boy Scout troop, Girl Scout troop, band, cheerleading squad, soccer team, etc.) raise money, 
while protecting the environment, through the collection of used cell phone. Individuals can also sign up to 
conduct a Cell Funds Drive. 
 

Q: Do you accept accessories (earpieces, owner’s manuals, and chargers)? 
 
A: Cell Funds accepts accessories. Please ask prospective donors for the earpieces, owner’s manuals, 
chargers, batteries, etc. They are recycled as well. 
 
Batteries can be especially toxic to the environment. 
 

Q: Is there a minimum amount of cell phones I have to ship? 
 
A: No. Cell Funds will accept as few or as many phones as you can ship. 

 
Q: What happens to the items after I ship them? 
 
A: Cell Funds sorts and separates each shipment by model type and condition. Then, we send you an email 
that details your shipment by the same criteria, model type and condition. We list all units that qualified for 
payment, and the exact amount that your shipment was worth.  
 
We also recycle the broken phones, the phone batteries, and the cardboard box you send. 
 
If you prefer, you may call to find out how much your check is going to be. However, we require 3 to 5 
business days to process your shipment after receipt. 
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Q: When can I expect the payment check to arrive? 
 

A: Cell Funds will mail you a check within 30 days of receiving your shipment. 
 

Q: How much money can we raise through the Cell Funds Drive? 
 

A: It is really up to you and your organization’s goals and commitment. Your organization does not have to 
sell anything, or collect any money - simply collect used cell phones.  
 
It’s not possible to give you an accurate average since phone models are constantly changing, and there is no 
way to predict which models that you will collect. However, the minimum for a qualified cell phone is 
currently $.25. The current maximum for a qualified PDA in “Like New” condition is $325. Please see the 
included Cell Phone Price List for individual phone values. 

 

Q: What happens to the cell phones that are given to Cell Funds? 
 

A: If a phone cannot be refurbished for another market, Cell Funds will properly recycle it in accordance 
with state and federal EPA guidelines.  
 
Used cell phones that have an economic value are refurbished and reused in markets utilizing compatible 
wireless technologies. 
 
Accessories are recycled in accordance with state and federal EPA guidelines.  
. 

Q: Do we have to separate the phones, and keep any inventory? 
 

A: No. You can pile all cell phones together in the same box. We separate and sort the phones for you at our 
warehouse. 
 

Q: How can I find out what model my phone is? 
 

A: Remove the back cover from your phone and remove the battery. You will see an I.D. tag on the phone. 
The phone model number should be located on that tag. 
 

Q: Are phone donations tax deductible? 
 

A: This is organization dependent. If your organization is permitted to accept tax deductible donations under 
the current tax code, then the value of the donated phone is tax deductible. Please contact your tax 
professional for more information. 
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Q: What happens to information stored in the cell phones? 
 

A: It’s erased. 

 
Cell phones that are recycled are broken down to individual components, metals and plastics. This process 
destroys any information stored on the phone.  
 
Phones that are refurbished for reuse in other markets are “flashed” to allow new software to be loaded. This 
erases the phone’s memory. No old data will remain on the unit. Along with new software, a new number will 
be assigned to the phone.   
 
Cell Funds is not responsible for any information left stored in the memories of phones donated, or for the 
fraudulent use of any active phone donated. 
 
 

Q: Why are cell phones so harmful to the environment? 
 

A: Modern devices use numerous metals and plastics. These are harmless if properly used and properly 
disposed of at the end of the unit’s useful life. It is only when these materials enter our air, soil and water that 
they can become toxic. 
 
Think of a ridiculous analogy: If it were possible, would you drink your television set? 
 
Many of the materials that we use in everyday life would be toxic if taken internally. Keeping these materials 
out of our air, soil and water is vitally important. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Start your Cell Funds Drive today! 
 

Raise much needed funds for your organization while protecting the environment. 
 

There is no cost to participate. 
 

The more you collect, the more money you can make! 
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                          Cell Funds Terms & Conditions 

TRANSACTION ACCEPTANCE POLICY: Cell Funds will pay the maximum allowable recovery value as outlined in our Price List, 
dependent on the condition of submitted equipment. Any shipment or drop-off of equipment to Cell Funds confirms acceptance of our offering, 
including pricing, terms and conditions effective on the date of submission. 

SUBMISSIONS:  Equipment submitted becomes the sole property of Cell Funds upon receipt by any Cell Funds facility. No equipment will be 
returned to the submitting party under any circumstances. Cell Funds liability for submitted equipment is limited to payment according to our 
published Pricing List effective on the date of submission; payment due 30 days after submission receipt. 

CONDITIONS:  1) Cell Funds reserves the sole right to determine the condition of all equipment submitted and subsequent valuation for 
payment according to our published Pricing List. 2) The submitting party is responsible for deactivating service with their wireless provider. Cell 
Funds has no liability for any charges, fees or taxes associated with the active use or misuse of any submitted device at any time. 3) No payments 
will be made for any device determined to be stolen or otherwise fraudulently obtained for submission to Cell Funds. 4) The submission of 
accessories, such as chargers, owner’s manual, removable memory, etc., will not change the valuation of a specific device. Accessories are 
submitted on a “Recycle Only” basis. Cell Funds offers no valuation or payments for accessories. 5) You must be 18 years of age to submit 
equipment to Cell Funds. No submissions will be accepted from minors. 

DATA PRIVACY: All data on submitted equipment is destroyed in the refurbishment or recycling process. This is a bulk process, and requests to 
recover any data from a specific device cannot be honored. Cell Funds will make no attempt to recover data from submitted equipment, and 
accepts no liability for data or lost data on submitted devices under any circumstances.  

SHIPMENT: Cell Funds is not responsible for phones that are lost or damaged during shipment. 

PAYMENT: Payment to the submitting party will be due 30 days after equipment receipt. All payments made by check will be to the submitting 
individual, company or organization at the address of record. Requests to change payment information must be made prior to check issuance by 
the submitting individual or an authorized representative of a submitting company or organization. The submitting party is solely responsible for 
keeping their payment information current and correct. Cell Funds is not responsible for misdirected payments, and will charge a $20.00 (US) fee 
to reissue a check. 

PRICING: Pricing is subject to change without notice. Customers may request a current pricing sheet by calling: (866) 874-6759. 

 
                                       Collection Bins 

 
  

Collection bins (drop boxes) are available for  
your organization’s use upon request. 
 

 Free 
 Convenient 

o Place in a high traffic areas 
o Announce the location 

 Secure 
o Drop chute prevents theft 
o Each unit is padlocked 

 
Collection bins are provided free of charge under the following 
conditions: 
 

1. Customer must sign a receipt for each bin. 
2. Bins must be returned in the same condition as received. 
3. Cell Funds may charge for cleaning (graffiti, etc.), damage, theft  
 or other loss of bin. Customer agrees that Cell Funds may deduct  
 cleaning, damage or loss charge from payments due to customer. 
 Maximum charge $75.00 per bin.  
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